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Reformation Vespers

A Service of Sacred Music for Reformation

Featuring 

Laudamus

St. Louis Lutheran Chorale 
Concordia Seminary Youth Choir

Concordia Seminary Children’s Choir

Reformation Sunday, A.D. 2025
October 26 • 4 p.m. 

The Chapel of St. Timothy and St. Titus
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Hearing device assistance is available in the chapel by downloading the ListenWIFI app 
to your smartphone. Once installed, connect to the chapel WiFi network “CSLWiFi” using the 
password “Seminary1839.” Then use your personal headphones or earbuds to listen and adjust 
the sound as needed. If you would like assistance, please speak with the tech worker at the 
sound booth on the right side of the chapel. He will be happy to assist. 

Titled “The Hymn in Adoration of the Lamb,” the cover art is part of a larger woodcut by 
Albrecht Dürer (1471–1528), a renowned Renaissance painter and print maker. Regarding this 
woodcut, Concordia Seminary New Testament scholar and hymnwriter Martin Franzmann (1907–76) 
wrote: “Look at the woodcut of Albrecht Dürer’s where he depicts that scene from the Apocalypse in 
which those that came from the great tribulation, who have washed their robes in the blood of the 
Lamb, sing their heavenly song. Look at those faces, their intensity of concentration, faces almost 
contorted with the energy of their devotion, if you would know what singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord really means” (“Theology Must Sing,” in Ha! Ha! Among the Trumpets, Concordia 
Publishing House, 1994).
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VESPERS
Iesu, iuva.

Welcome

Prelude	 Wir glauben all	 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750)

Stand

Hymn	 Lord of Our Life	 LSB 659
Setting by Samuel Eatherton 

Text: Matthäus Apelles von Löwenstern, 1594–1648; tr. Philip Pusey, 1799–1855, alt.
Tune: Antiphoner, 1746, Poitiers.

659 Lord of Our Life 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Text: Matthäus Apelles von Löwenstern, 1594–1648; tr. Philip Pusey, 1799–1855, alt. 
Tune: Antiphoner, 1746, Poitiers 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Opening Versicles

Sit
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PSALMODY

Psalm 67	 Let the People Praise Thee	 Music by Walter Pelz
St. Louis Lutheran Chorale

Let all the people praise Thee, O God; let all the people praise Thee.
O let the nations be glad and sing for joy:
     for Thou shalt judge the people righteously,
     and govern the nations upon earth.
God be merciful unto us, and bless us; 
     and cause His face to shine upon us;
That Thy way may be known upon earth, 
     Thy saving health among all nations.  
Then shall the earth yield her increase; 
     and God, even our own God shall bless us.
God shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth shall fear Him. (KJV)

Psalm 115	 Not Unto Us, O Lord	 Psalm 115:1; Zephaniah 3:17, 20
Laudamus	 Setting by Donald Busarow (1934–2011)

Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to Your name give glory!
The Lord our God is in our midst, a helper who gives victory;
He will rejoice over us with gladness; He will renew us in His love.
Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to Your name give glory,
For the sake of Your steadfast love and faithfulness.
He will exult over us with loud singing as in the day of a festival;
And at that time He will bring us home, when He gathers us together.
Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to Your name give glory!

From the Psalms	 Come with Rejoicing	 Music by Robert Leaf (1936–2005) 
Concordia Seminary Children’s Choir	

Come with rejoicing, Lift up your voices, 
All Christians join in praise to the Lord.
Blessing and honor Be to the Savior, 
Angels on high sing praise to the Lord.
Through ev’ry nation praises are ringing, 
With adoration Christians are singing.
Praise Him with cymbal, Praise Him with trumpet, 
Praise Him with singing, Praise to the Lord.
Alleluia! Alleluia! All praise to God!
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Psalm 121	 I Will Lift Mine Eyes	 Music by Howard Helvey
St. Louis Lutheran Chorale

I will lift mine eyes unto the hills; from whence comes my help?
My help comes from the Lord, maker of heav’n and earth.
God will not let you fall; God, who watches o’er your life, will not slumber,
   shall neither slumber nor sleep.
Our God watches over you; our God grants you shade at your right hand.
The sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.
The Lord will keep you from all evil; God will watch o’er your soul.
The Lord will preserve your coming and going from now and forevermore.

Psalm 103	 Like as a Father	 Music by Luigi Cherubini (1760–1842)
Concordia Seminary Youth Choir	 Arranged by Austin C. Lovelace (1919–2010)

Like as a father, filled with compassion, pities all his children,
So the Lord has mercy on those who fear Him.

READINGS

First Reading		  Revelation 7:9–17

L	 A reading from the Revelation to St. John, the seventh chapter.

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were 
standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on 
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from 
where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones 
coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.

	 “Therefore they are before the throne of God,
		  and serve him day and night in his temple;
		  and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.
	 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore;
		  the sun shall not strike them,
		  nor any scorching heat.
	 For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd,
		  and he will guide them to springs of living water,
	 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” )

L	 O Lord, have mercy on us.
C	 Thanks be to God.
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Choral Response	 Do Not Be Afraid	 Isaiah 43, adapt. Gerard Markland
St. Louis Lutheran Chorale	 Music by Philip W. J. Stopford

Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by your name;
You are mine.

When you walk through the waters, I’ll be with you.
You will never sink beneath the waves.
When the fire is burning all around you
You will never be consumed by the flames.

When the fear of loneliness is looming
Then remember I am at your side
When you dwell in the exile of a stranger
Remember you are precious in my eyes.

You are mine, O my child
I am your Father, and I love you
With a perfect love.

Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by your name;
You are mine.

Second Reading		  Matthew 16:13–20

L	 A reading from the Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16th chapter. 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, 
and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven.” Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 

L	 O Lord, have mercy on us.
C	 Thanks be to God.

Choral Response	 Salvation Belongeth to Our God	 Russian Orthodox Liturgy
Laudamus	 Setting by Pavel Chesnokov (1877–1944)

Salvation belongeth to our God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia.

Sermon
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Hymn	 We All Believe in One True God	 LSB 954  
Stanza 1: Seminary Children’s Choir

Stanzas 2–3: Congregation

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Latin, 14th cent., adapt.

954 We All Believe in One True God 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Latin, 14th cent., adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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CANTICLE

Magnificat	 	 Luke 1:46–55
Laudamus	 Music by Richard Hillert (1923–2010)

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 
My spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
For He has looked with favor on His lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed.
The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is His name.
He has mercy on those who fear Him in every generation.
He has shown the strength of His arm; He has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of His servant Isarael, for He has remembered His promise of mercy,
The promise He made to our fathers, to Abraham and His children forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Stand 

PRAYERS

Kyrie		   
 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer

C	 Our Father who art in heaven,
       	 hallowed be Thy name,
       	 Thy kingdom come,
       	 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
       	 give us this day our daily bread;
       	 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
       	 and lead us not into temptation,
       	 but deliver us from evil.
	 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Kyrie LSB 233 
 

 
 
 
Benedicamus and Benediction LSB 234 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

L	 Let us pray. 
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast 
in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all 
enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C	 Amen.

Choral Collect	 Luther’s Evening Prayer
Concordia Seminary Children’s Choir

	Collect for Peace
L	 O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 

Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C	 Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

 

 

 
 

  

Kyrie LSB 233 
 

 
 
 
Benedicamus and Benediction LSB 234 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
  

Kyrie LSB 233 
 

 
 
 
Benedicamus and Benediction LSB 234 
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Hymn	 Abide with Me	 LSB 878 
Stanza 1: All; Stanza 2: Laudamus; Stanza 3: All in harmony

Stanza 4: Youth Choir; Stanzas 5–6: All in harmony

5  I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!

6  Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

878 Abide with Me

EVENING

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941

Text and music: Public domain

EVENTIDE
10 10 10 10

Luke 24:29; Ps. 63:6–8; 73:23–26; 1 Cor. 10:13

878 Abide with Me

EVENING

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941

Text and music: Public domain

EVENTIDE
10 10 10 10

Luke 24:29; Ps. 63:6–8; 73:23–26; 1 Cor. 10:13

878 Abide with Me

EVENING

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941

Text and music: Public domain

EVENTIDE
10 10 10 10

Luke 24:29; Ps. 63:6–8; 73:23–26; 1 Cor. 10:13

878 Abide with Me

EVENING

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941

Text and music: Public domain

EVENTIDE
10 10 10 10

Luke 24:29; Ps. 63:6–8; 73:23–26; 1 Cor. 10:13

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89; setting The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941.



12

Postlude	 Ein feste Burg 	 Helmut Walcha (1907–91)

Soli Deo Gloria

You are cordially invited to join the musicians for 
an Oktoberfest-style reception in Koburg Hall immediately following the service.

The music in this service is made possible in part through the Children in Worship 
Initiative funded through a generous grant provided by Lilly Endowment, Inc. The Children 
in Worship Initiative seeks to nurture children’s faith formation by providing meaningful 
worship experiences and equipping future pastors and deaconesses, current church leaders, 
parents and caregivers with the tools and resources necessary to guide children in their 
spiritual growth.

This musical presentation is also made possible thanks to the generous support 
of friends like you. Your tax-deductible gift may be designated for Concordia 
Seminary Music Series expenses. Thank you for your support and generosity. You 
can give a gift online at csl.edu/give.

Acknowledgments

Service music from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Reformation Vespers
Sunday, October 26, 2025, 4 p.m.
Featuring Laudamus, St. Louis Lutheran Chorale, Concordia Seminary Children’s 
Choir, Concordia Seminary Youth Choir and instrumentalists

Advent Lessons and Carols
Tuesday, December 2, 2025, 7 p.m.
Featuring the Seminary Chamber Choir, Laudamus, St. Louis Lutheran Chorale, 
Concordia Seminary Children’s Choir, Concordia Seminary Youth Choir and 
instrumentalists

Children’s Choir Festival
Friday, February 6, 2026, 6:30 p.m.
Featuring Joshua Pedde, executive artistic director of the Indianapolis Children’s 
Choir and children’s choirs from St. Louis area Lutheran congregations

A Hymn Festival Featuring the Hymns of Lisa Clark and Katie Schuermann
Sunday, March 1, 2026, 4 p.m.
Featuring Laudamus, St. Louis Lutheran Chorale, Concordia Seminary Youth Choir 
and instrumentalists

St. John Passion by Johann Sebastian Bach (1725)
Palm Sunday, March 29, 2026, 3 p.m.
Featuring the American Kantorei and Orchestra and the Concordia Seminary 
Children’s Choir

Choral Evening Prayer for Eastertide
Sunday, May 10, 2026, 3 p.m.
Featuring the Seminary Chamber Choir, Laudamus, St. Louis Lutheran Chorale, 
Concordia Seminary Children’s Choir, Concordia Seminary Youth Choir and 
instrumentalists

Summer Carillon Series
Each Tuesday in June 2026, 7 p.m.
Featuring national and international carillonneurs performing pieces on the 49-bell 
carillon in Luther Tower. The public is invited to bring picnics and lawn chairs and 
gather on the grounds near the tower to enjoy the performances.

To learn more about the Seminary’s annual music events,  
including the Concordia Seminary Music Series, please visit csl.edu/music.
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